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The Brussels .Agency for Entrepreneurship (hu'b.brussels), th,e Flanders lnv,estmen·t and 
Trade ( I : ), the Wallo,nia • xport and Investment Agency (AWEX) of Th,e Kingdom of 
Belgium, and the Governor1s Office of B!usiness a.nd - conomic D·evelopme.nt of the State 
of California of the Unit,ed States of America (GO-Biz) , hereinafter referred to as "the 
Participants," declare as fol lows: 

WH'ER S the Kingdom of Be.lgium and the State of Californ:ia are im,portant trading 
partners and share close economic, academic, and cultural ties; 

·wH: R AS in 2·025, California became the world's fourth-largest economy with a worl1d­
Ieading innovatio1n ecosystem and is home to preeminent aerospace, advanced mobility, 
and creativ.e sectors·

I 

WHE;REAS the Kin,gdom of !Belgium has maintained ·10:ng standing diplomatic and 
economic representation in Califo,rni,a, notably through.th,e Consulate General of 
Belgiu1m in Los Angeles, and1through th,e permanent presence of Belgium's regional

• 
trade and inv,estment ag:encies in Los Angel,es, San Francisco, and Sjlico,n Valley. 

WHER -AS the Kin,g,d,om of Belgium is a federal State composed of three Regions -
Brussels, Flanders1 and Wallonia - each endowed with full eco.nomic competencies 
and represented internationall:y by their resp,ective trade and investment a,gencies: 
hub.brussels, FIT, and AWEX; 

WHEREAS the Participants have a long-standin.g tradition •Of mutual colla:boration in 
welco.min,g and supportin1g fore:ign business delegations on their respective territories, 
as well as during major trade fairs and international busin~ess conventions, thereby 
fostering deep,er econom1ic, academic, an1d cultural exch1anges; 

WHEREAS in October 2025, Her Royal Highness Princess Astrid of Bel,gium is leading, 
the largest Belgian trade delegation to date to California, ,un1derscoring the strategic 
importance of strenigthening and expanding th1e economic relations between Belgium 
an1d California; . 

WHEREAS the Participants are world leaders in research and innovation and hold the 
shared conviction that research, inno,vation, and collaboration are key to increasing th,eir 
mutual eco.nomic prosperity; 

Therefore, the Participants .have r,eached the following understanding: 

SECTION I 
O·bjective 

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to establish a flexible framework 
between the Participants in1order to permit them to collaborate to strengthen their 
economic ties. In doing so, the Participants share the followin.g co,mmon objectives: 

1 

a) Promote mutually beneficial trade relations 

Strengthen innovation ecosystems by supporting publ ic-private'b) 
collab,oration, academic and research exchan~ge, and development projects 
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C • romote op . ortu ities fo p ivate sector and gover ment-to-gov,ernment 
~,olla • o ations as we I as ubtic-private partnerships ·within the targeted 
1ndus.try sectors o·u lined below 

d) -cili a e t e exchange of knowledge best _ract:ices, and po icy insights 
hrough d·i log es1 delegations, tr de promotions, projects, and 

partne ships 

CTl·O :11 
Are_..... o·f oo,p ra ion 

The articrp , ts ·nte d to co labo a e to strength.en their econom c ties thro,ugh ·n:tiatives 
focu·se particularly on, but not limited to, the following areas of cooperation: 

a) Innovation and ent epreneurship 

b) Health an life sciences, i eluding phar aceutica • a ·d medica devices 

c) Semiconducto,rs, photoni,cs, and cybersec rity 

d) Aero aut1cs and space 

e) Mobility, including autonomous vehic es 

f) Creative economy 

g) C ean te,chnology and sustainability 

S - C ION Ill 
Coordination 

he Pa ·c·pan s respectively designate the fol lowing epresentatives to estabrsh th.e 
creat·on of a,n action pl;an to implement the objectives of this Memorandum of 
U erstand·ng. 

• tg um California 
AWEX Hub,ert Goffinet 

h. offinet awex-wallonia.com ___. 

F T Wim Sohier Tricia Utterback 
wim.sohier fita enc .com1 patricia.utterback@gobiz.ca.gov 

hub. Eric Gabrys 
brussels egabrys@hub.br ssels 

S.EC ION IV 
S ecific Activit 

Specific activities to achieve the objectives o,f th!s Mer:1oran.dum o Underst nding for the 
key sectors and initiatives identi 1ed in Section 11 may :include: 

a) Excha ge ideas and knowledge on how to stimula e innov tion , faci litate 
ent epreneurship1 and promote economic dev •lopment in the specified 
areas of cooperation ; 

b) Share i formation and best practices regarding policies and programs, as 
well as capacity-bu'lding, related to the areas of cooperation; 

• 

-· 

mailto:egabrys@hub.br
mailto:patricia.utterback@gobiz.ca.gov
https://awex-wallonia.com
https://strength.en


·

3 

c) S •pport . e other articipa t's incoming delegat·ons invo1v·ng 
policymakers, egu.lators, academic inst tu t·ons, ·nves ors, 
nong,overnmental organ·zations. and businesses, as wel as b •siness 
organizations.to boost knowledge ,ransfer, coflaboration. and 
i vestments; 

d) Identify areas of op ortunity io business engagem,e t, including at 
• tualfy benefic·a1 tra e shows forums, conferences, and symposia; 

e) acilitate partnerships .and c,ommunication with local and regional 
j risdictions; and 

f) • articipate j·, other commitments and/or initiat ives to prom,ote the 
deepen· g of ies between the regions of Belgium a d the State of 
C Ii ornia. 

- CTIO V 
o gal ·Obl~g t10ns, ig . , or R m dies 

his emorandum of Understanding is a voluntary initiative. I does n,ot create any 
legally bindi g 1ghts or obligations and creates no, legally cognizable or enforceable 
·ghts o re: ed·es, l·egal or equ.itable,. in any forum whatsoever. . additio , the 

co m~t ents n this Memorandum of Understandi g are not cond itio ed upon 
reci:procal actions by other Participants; each Participant retains fu,11 discretion over 
imple entation of tts commitments in light of the Participant's ·,ndividual circumstances, 
laws. a, d policies; and each Participa.nt is free to terminate the Me·morandum. 

• 

SECTION VI 
Avai labil11ty of Personnel and Resources 

This Memorandum of Understanding does not involve the exchange O·f fu 'nds 1 nor does 
it rep esent any obligation of funds by either Partici,pant. All costs that may arise from 
ac ivities covered by, mentioned in , or pursuant to this Memorandum of Understandi g 
will be assumed by the Participant that incurs them, unless otherwise expressly stated 
i a fu tu e w itten arrangement in accordance with app·licable laws. All activ"ti,es 
undertake pursuant to his Memorandum of Understan.ding are subject o the 
availability •Of funds, personnel, and other resources of each Participant. 

' . 

he personnel designated by a Participant for the execution of th is M1emorandum of 
Understanding wi l work under the orders and responsibili y of that Participant and any 

other organization or institution to which the personnel already belongs, at all times 
a~ntaining any preexisti.ng employment relationship only ·with that P.articipant and 

o ganization or institution, and not with any other Participant. 

https://preexisti.ng
https://Participa.nt
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, C 10 VII 
•1·a c w tlh Applicab e , aws 

This Memorandum of Un,derstand· • g wi11 be construed consistent wit,h all applicable 
la.ws, and activiti,es undertaken in coninect·on with th~s Memoran,dum of Understanding 
will be subject to and w·11 be und -rtak -,n i - a manne consistent with, au o he,rwise­
a'pplicable laws. 

I • -
1CTION VII 

I • rp - •o a d App ica i:on 

Any differ,ence that may arise in r,elation to th,e interpretation or application of this 
Memorandum of Understanding wi!II be resolved through consultat,io,ns between the 
Participants. which will en1deavor i.n good faith to resolve such ,differences. 

SECTION IIX 
Final iProvisions 

This Mem,orandum of U1nderstanding is effective from the ,date of its signatu:re for a l:hree 
year per11od, unless renew,ed or extended by th1e Participants in the same manner that the 
Participants may otherwis,e modify this Memorandum of Understanding. 

This Memorandum of Un.derstanding may be m:odified at any tim,e by mutual1 consent .of 
the Participants. .Any 1modification wiU be made in writing and specify th1e date on wh1ich 
such1modification is to become effectiv,e. 

Any of the Participants m1ay at any time, terminate this Memoran,dum of Understanding 
by provid·ng written n,otice to the other Participant(s). A Participant that ·nten,d's to 
terminate this MOU will endeavor to provide n.otice of su,ch termin,.at·on to other 
Participants 60 days in advance. 

The termination of this Memorandum of Understanding wiU not affect when activjties 
initiated while this iMemo,randum of Understanding is in effect wirl conclude unless a 
Parti,cipant ,exp,ressly states otherwise. .A Participant that int,ends to terminate a 
previously init·ated activity will endeavor to reach an understanding with the o her 
Partici:pant concerning such termination. 
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Signed in San Franc·sco, Califor,nia, on Oc ober 6, 2025. 

0 TH 8, U· L..L.aS A,G:-NCY 
­

0 FOR . E G,QVERNO 'S O •F CE 
E ,._p •• N HI OF OF U INESS A D ·CQN,Q;MIC 

i 1R GIO 0 RUSS L . -v OP • _ T OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFO N A O E U ITE 

STA S OFAM RCA 

s Isa ell Grippa Ms.. Dee De Myers 
0 • ctorChief Ex c t··v O _.1cer 

1F01R T • E LANDERS INVESTMENT 
AND TRADE OF THE REGIQ., OF 

FLAN • S 

.r. p·et Demunter 
Chief Executive ,Officer 

OR HE WALLO IA I XPORT ANDi • 

I VEST1 TAG NCY OF THE,· : 

• EGION OF WA LONIA 

Mrs. Pascale Delcom;,nette 
Ch·ef Exec:ut1ve Offic r 




