
Permitting Hydrogen Stations Scorecard: 
All cities and counties, including charter cities, in California are required to comply with 
SB 1418. 

 
 

Scoring Criteria: Complete if: 

□ 1. Streamlining Ordinance 
Ordinance creating an expedited, 
streamlined permitting process for 
hydrogen vehicle refueling stations. 

Streamlining ordinance has 
been adopted 

□ 2. Permitting checklists posted on Website 
Checklist of all requirements needed 
for expedited review posted on city or 
county website. 

 
Permitting checklist is available 
and easily found on city or 
county website 

□  3. Administrative approval of Hydrogen 
Station 

Hydrogen station projects that meet 
expedited checklist are administratively 
approved through building or similar non- 
discretionary permit. 

The streamlining ordinance 
states that permit applications 
that meet checklist 
requirements will be approved 
through non- discretionary 
permit (or similar) 

□ 4. Approval limited to health and safety 
review 

Hydrogen station project review limited 
to health and safety requirements found 
under local, state, and federal law. 

The streamlining ordinance 
states that no discretionary use 
permit is required and permit 
approval will be limited to health 
and safety review 

□ 5. Electronic signatures accepted 
AHJ accepts electronic signatures on 
permit applications.* 

Electronic signatures accepted 
on City or County website 
(usually specified in the 
ordinance) 

□ 6. Hydrogen Station not subject to 
association approval 

Hydrogen station permit approval not 
subject to approval of an association (as 
defined in Section 4080 of the Civil 
Code). 

The streamlining ordinance 
states that hydrogen permits do 
not require association approval 

□  7. One complete deficiency notice 
AHJ commits to issuing one complete 
written correction notice detailing all 
deficiencies in an incomplete application 
and any additional information needed to 
be eligible for expedited permit issuance. 

 
The streamlining ordinance 
dictates that a written correction 
notices must detail all 
deficiencies 

 
*If a city or county determines it is unable to accept electronic signatures on all forms, the permit 
streamlining ordinance shall state the reasons. 



How scoring works: 

Cities and counties are evaluated based on a checklist of criteria for streamlining permits for 
hydrogen refueling stations. To qualify as streamlined "Hydrogen Refueling Station Permit Ready", 
a jurisdiction must meet checklist criteria. 

 Additionally: 

• The jurisdiction must have the checklist posted online (Criterion 2), and it must explicitly 
cover all relevant projects located in industrial or commercial zoning or on previously 
developed gas station sites. 

• All criteria must be verifiable through publicly available sources, such as ordinances, 
checklists, or dedicated hydrogen permitting webpages. 

Basis for Grading 

Grading draws from relevant local ordinances, checklists, and feedback from stakeholders. The 
goal of this tool is to provide a holistic assessment of permit streamlining efforts. While guided by 
California Senate Bill 1418 (SB 1418), this evaluation is not a formal determination of legal 
compliance. 

Hydrogen Permitting Score 

Green – City or County is streamlined for hydrogen station permitting (ordinance meets 
criteria and checklist is posted online. 
Yellow – City or County is in progress for streamlining hydrogen station permitting or 
partially complete (has either checklist or ordinance completed) 
Red – City or County is not streamlined for hydrogen station permitting 

 
Please reach out to https://gobiz.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/requests/new for any questions, 
suggestions, or guidance. 

Elsa Wright
Cross-Out
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