
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

        
 

 

        

 

                 

               

              

              

                 

             

   

                 

                

               

              

 

             

                 

           

             

             

            

                

     

                 

              

            

                

         

MINIST RIO D R LACION S  XT RIOR S 

Dirección de Medio Ambiente y Asuntos Marítimos 

Joint  eclaration Chile – California on Climate Change 

On the  ccasi n  f the  pening  f the 70
th
sessi n  f the United Nati ns General Assembly, the 

President  f the Republic  f Chile, Ms. Michelle Bachelet, and the G vern r  f Calif rnia, Mr. 

Edmund G. Br wn Jr., have highlighted the imp rtant achievements acc mplished as a result  f 

the l ng-standing c  perati n between the Republic  f Chile and the State  f Calif rnia. 

Central t this w rk has been the framew rk  f the Chile – Calif rnia Plan, which has spanned 

in many diverse areas  f fruitful c  perati n, such as educati n, scientific research, agriculture 

and envir nmental pr tecti n. 

Building  n this c mm n basis, and in the pr ximity  f the COP21 in Paris, Chile and Calif rnia 

wish t express their c nvergence  n a c mm n visi n f r a cleaner and sustainable w rld as 

well as the need t achieve the ultimate g al established by the United Nati ns Framew rk 

C nventi n  n Climate Change (UNFCCC), which is t  stabilize the greenh use gases in the 

atm sphere. 

This g al is n t  nly an  bligati n emanating fr m internati nal agreements, but an 

unav idable need f r the wh le planet in  rder t have a sustainable future and ab ve all, t  

remain a healthy and pr sper us h me f r present and future generati ns. 

Extreme weather events caused by climate change will increase in intensity and frequency. 

B th Chile and Calif rnia have been seri usly affected by these extreme weather events, 

damaging their ec n mies and c mpetitiveness in internati nal markets. Their recurrence is a 

reminder that climate change affects the m st vulnerable. They are, at the same time, the less 

resp nsible in causing gl bal warming. 

Bearing this in mind, it is crucial that the upc ming COP21 in Paris achieves the g al  f 

delivering a package, c nsisting  f an agreement and decisi ns, pr viding a framew rk that is 

b th ambiti us and far-reaching in sc pe. These instruments will all w the internati nal 

c mmunity t act pr mptly and t catalyze the acti n needed in  rder t av id a temperature 

increase  f 2°C  r 1.5°C ab ve pre-industrial levels. 
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In this regard, Chile and Calif rnia c mmit themselves t  devel p a c mm n w rk plan  n 

climate change, building  n the s lid f undati n achieved thr ugh l ng-lasting c  perati n 

mechanisms and  n the basis  f s me areas  f c mm n interests, such as: 

1. The Ocean: Chile and Calif rnia share a c mm n interest in pr tecting the  cean. The 

 cean has a very relevant r le in c mbating climate change. It is a natural carb n sink, which 

has abs rbed alm st 25%  f all hist rical greenh use gas emissi ns. H wever, this has had a 

significant c st in terms  f bi diversity, p lluti n, acidificati n and sea-level rise, all  f which 

are phen men n that require urgent attenti n and timely acti n. 

2. Carb n Markets: Chile has seen the success in the devel pment  f an Emissi n Trading 

System (ETS) that currently  perates in Calif rnia, which includes p sitive indicati ns f r the 

private sect r, creating business  pp rtunities while at the same time c ntributing t a cleaner 

ec n my. Chile is als  expl ring p ssible measures t  ad pt a similar system, thr ugh its 

participati n  n the Partnership f r Market Readiness (PMR)  f the W rld Bank. 

3. Adaptati n: B th Chile and Calif rnia have a c mm n interest in reducing vulnerabilities 

and increasing resilience t climate change. The similarities in the semi-arid z nes, as well as 

c astal management and agricultural pr ducti n c nstitute a clear indicati n  f the p tential in 

bilateral c  perati n. 

4. Water Management: Climate change p ses a clear risk in the availability  f freshwater 

res urces, b th f r human c nsumpti n as well as f r  ther uses. It is imperative that clear 

p licies are devel ped with the participati n  f all stakeh lders, t  achieve a sustainable 

management  f water. 

5. F rests: One  f the m st effective ways t  c mbat climate change is reducing 

def restati n and pr m ting effective p licies  f ref restati n and aff restati n. F rests are 

natural carb n sinks and play a critical r le. Theref re there is a c mm n interest t c  perate 

t implement the sustainable management  f these res urces as well as  ther critical p licies, 

such as the preventi n  f f rest fires. 

6. Air Quality: Chile and Calif rnia share challenges  n air p lluti n due t  particulate 

matter and  z ne. Santiag and L s Angeles b th face high emissi ns fr m m bile s urces and 

industry. The Central Valley  f Chile and Calif rnia have w  d burning and agricultural waste 

emissi ns which cause high wintertime p lluti n. Chile and Calif rnia agree that an integrated 
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appr ach t  address l cal air p lluti n with climate change thr ugh sh rt lived climate 

p llutants such as methane and black carb n generate smart and c st effective s luti ns f r 

clean air and a safer planet. 

7. Waste management: Chile and Calif rnia c llab rate at municipal levels  n waste 

management. B th parties agree t  share best practices  n waste t  energy, c mp sting, 

anaer bic digesti n, and recycling t  reduce waste t  landfill, and decrease methane 

emissi ns. 

Finally, Chile and Calif rnia supp rt str ng internati nal, nati nal, and subnati nal acti n t  

reduce carb n emissi ns c nsistent with keeping warming bel w 2 degrees Celsius. Chile and 

Calif rnia supp rt internati nal rec gniti n  f the essential r le f r sub-nati nals, including 

eff rts such as the Subnati nal Gl bal Climate Leadership Mem randum  f Understanding. 

Ms. Michelle Bachelet Mr. Edmund G. Br wn Jr. 

REPUBLIC OF CHILE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

New Y rk, September, 2015 


